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The Netherlands, a country where one-third of
the land lies below sea level, has developed a
highly integrated water management system
combining legal frameworks, spatial planning,
and long-term national strategies. In response
to increasing climate-related risks, the 2024
Environment and Planning Act unified 26
separate regulations into a single system
emphasizing decentralization, integration, and
participatory planning. Alongside this, the Delta
Program, supported by the Delta Fund, provides
long-term, climate-resilient infrastructure and
planning through annual updates and multi-
level cooperation. Historical practices such as
the establishment of water boards and
innovations in land reclamation have evolved
into a sophisticated governance model
emphasizing living with water rather than
fighting it. This study analyzes the Dutch
approach through three axes-law, space, and
strategy-offering lessons in sustainable, adaptive

governance for flood-prone societies worldwide.

Keywords : Flood Risk Management, Environment
and Planning Act, Delta Program, Delta Fund,
Spatial Planning, Water Boards, Climate
Adaptation, Integrated Governance, Room for the
River, Public Participation
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